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Campus under the cosmos

LILIAN GARDNER
News Editor

A rare wave of northern lights appeared
over Omaha last week, giving Creighton stu-
dents an unexpected chance to see the colors
of an aurora from campus — something typi-
cally reserved for far more northern skies.

Christopher Anson, Ph.D., a physics pro-
fessor who also teaches astronomy at Creigh-
ton, said auroras this far south are unusual
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Creighton University students witness the
geomagnetic storm on earth at CU's campus.

but become more likely as the sun nears the
peak of its 11-year activity cycle. The display
became visible Nov. 11 when a strong solar
storm pushed auroral activity far enough
south to reach Nebraska.

“The amount of activity on the sun varies
every 11 years,” Anson said. “During these
very large storms like we had last week, par-
ticles reach our atmosphere and cause it to
glow.”

Anson drove north of Omaha to view the
aurora after missing earlier displays last sum-
mer and fall.

“This time they were much clearer when
I 'went,” he said. “It was pretty interesting to
see the colors this time.”

According to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Space Weath-
er Prediction Center (NOAA), the geomag-
netic storm that made such a southern auro-
ra possible is measured on a five-point scale,
with the most intense storms (rated G4 or
GS5) capable of pushing auroras deep into
mid-latitudes.

On the NOAA scale, G4 (“severe”) geo-
magnetic storms occur on average “100 percy-
cle (60 days per cycle)” per their space-weath-
er documentation. G5 (“extreme”) storms are
far rarer — about 4 days per 11-year cycle.

NOAA’s research also shows how low the
aurora can reach during strong storms: for a
G4 event, “aurora has been seen as low as Al-
abama and northern California.”

And as the storm intensifies, the normally
high latitude auroral “oval” expands toward
the equator.

One Creighton student who saw the au-
rora was Sydni Liera, a College of Arts and
Sciences sophomore. She stepped outside of
Davis Square around 9 p.m. after receiving a

photo from her roommate.

“I got so excited that I ran outside, and I
saw the colors,” Liera said. “I’ve never seen
anything like that before ... it was just capti-
vating.”

Because of light pollution, Liera said she
could only pick out faint hues with her eyes at
first — but using her phone’s night-exposure
mode, she captured richer shades on camera.

Anson explained that the red and green
colors students saw come from charged so-
lar particles colliding with oxygen in Earth’s
upper atmosphere. Lower altitudes produce
more green light, while higher altitudes
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The nothern lights appear across the globe, including in Crescent, IA. around 10 p.m. on Nov. 11.

(around 90 to 150 miles up) generate more
red. Those details align with what scientists at
NOAA and other agencies understand about
auroral emissions.

He also warned that strong solar storms
can have real-world impacts: they can disrupt
radio communication, stress power grids
and pose risks to astronauts traveling outside
Earth’s magnetic shield.

Because the sun is still near its solar maxi-
mum — the active phase of its 11-year cycle
— Anson said more auroras could be in store.

“It’s certainly possible ... but it’s hard to
say if we will or not,” he said.

45 new parking stalls open for students

Partnering with a
state-owned lot,
Creighton Univer-
sity has expanded
the student parking
on campus through
December with
hopes to renew the
lease next semester.

LILIAN GARDNER
News Editor

Creighton University has opened 45 addi-
tional student parking stalls for the remain-
der of the semester, according to an email this
week from the Student Leadership & Involve-
ment Center. The spots, located under the
1-480 overpass at 20th and Cass Streets, are
available to surface-permit holders on a first-
come, first-serve basis Monday through Fri-
day from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through December.

The added stalls come after frustration
over overcrowded surface lots, especially

during the mid-morning and early-afternoon
hours when many commuters arrive for class-
es.

Jessica Weaver, Creighton’s parking tech-
nical specialist, said the university gathered
complaints from “students, staff, employees
... from social media, direct complaints made
to our office, whatever it is,” and presented
them to senior leadership in search of a solu-
tion.

“We take those all seriously,” Weaver said.
“One [issue] was obviously students needing
to get to class ... The middle of the day is the
worst time, between like 9 and 2.”

Because most campus property is already
used or under construction, Weaver said
senior leadership began exploring lots not
owned by Creighton. The new stalls are part
of a partnership with a state-owned lot man-
aged by an outside company.

“We reached out and said, ‘How can we
partner? How can we fill your empty spaces
and help with our overflow of particularly
students?’” Weaver said.

After negotiations, the university secured
45 stalls for the rest of the calendar year, with
hopes of expanding the lease in the spring.

Weaver said the university is already dis-
cussing how to extend and possibly increase
the number of spaces next semester, depend-
ing on how well students use the area.

“As long as our Creighton students are
acting like Creighton students and not doing
anything crazy ... and it becomes a successful
partnership, they’re going to continue letting
us use it,” she said. “We’re hoping for more
stalls.”

The lotis shared with Central High School
students who also lease parking there. Signage
has been updated to clarify which numbered
stalls belong to Creighton. Students may
park in any of the labeled stalls; no additional
permit or pass is required beyond a standard
surface permit.

Weaver emphasized that the extension is
intended to relieve some of the pressure on
commuters who often struggle to find a spot
during peak hours.

“It’ll just be an overflow space that gives
that little bit of comfort to those who are
coming at 10, 11 ... to be able to actually find
a spot and not have to walk 30 minutes from
the other side of campus,” she said. “The goal
is this is supposed to be something that helps,

not add[s] more stress.”

Some students, however, say the solution
falls short.

Emily Fitzgerald, a freshman in the College
of Arts and Sciences, said the shortage began
early in the semester when many students
“were requesting people to stay home ... be-
cause they accepted too many people.”

She said the new stalls are helpful but in-
sufficient.

“The ideas that they’ve had are trying to fix
it,” Fitzgerald said, “But the way that they ex-
ecuted afterwards ... there’s hundreds of stu-
dents who drive. What is the 45 more spots
really going to do in the next three weeks?”

Fitzgerald also noted the importance of
protecting Central High School students’ ac-
cess to their leased spaces.

“We don’t want to put them at risk for hav-
ing to get here at super early hours because
they’re afraid college students are going to
take their spots,” she said.

For now, the university says the tempo-
rary expansion is meant to stabilize parking
until construction projects progress and lon-
ger-term plans can move forward.
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ELIZABETH JONES
Editor in Chief

Creighton University has officially broken
ground on its new Sports Performance Cen-
ter, a 50,000 square-foot facility that will in-
clude a dining hall, academic advising, sports
medicine, psychology services, an outdoor
training area, a new strength and condition-
ing space and gathering spaces for the univer-
sity’s athletes.

The Rev. Daniel Hendrickson, S.J., the
university president, said the Sports Perfor-
mance Center, which is part of the Fly To-
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gether initiative, will be the crown jewel of an
athletic village on the Omaha campus.

The Fly Together initiative was announced
in September and is a donor-funded $300
million initiative to transform and enhance
the athletic and recreation facilities at the
university. It includes 11 new or updated fa-
cilities on the eastern end of campus.

At the groundbreaking ceremony on Nov.
13, Hendrickson explained that he hopes the
Sports Performance Center will help take
care of each of the university’s over 300 stu-
dent-athletes.

“The Sports Performance Center is more

24th Street

24th Street

Lilian Gardner

News Editor

than just a building,” Hendrickson said in his
speech. “Its design and the activities that will
take place there reflect, what we say on this
campus in our Jesuit tradition, a sense of cura
personalis, or caring for the whole person —
or in this case, caring for the whole student
athlete. And what better time than now to
step forward and lean into the holistic aspect
of our student-athlete?”

Marcus Blossom, Creighton’s McCor-
mick endowed athletic director, shared a sim-
ilar sentiment in his speech at the event.

“This is truly a student-centered facility.
When I arrived at Creighton more than four
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her prepares to take off

PHOTO COURTESY OF CASEY HOAG
The Rev. Daniel Hendrickson, S.J., the president of Creighton University, presents a speech highlighting the Sports Performance Center initiative preparing for the groundbreaking addition to CU.

years ago, one of our first steps was to ask our
student-athletes how we could improve their
overall experience,” he said. “Their feedback
was clear and consistent. Among the many
suggestions received, two stood out above the
rest: a need for more dedicated weight room
and strength and conditioning space, and en-
hanced dining and nutritional services to sup-
port their academic and athletic demands. We
heard them loud and clear, and we respond-

ed.”
TURN TO “Creighton” PAGE 3

Cuming Street

19th Street
18th Street
17th Street

Burt Street

19th Street
17th Street

19th Street
17th Street

Cass Street Cass Street

November 14 - 1:57 p.m. November 17 - 9:23 a.m.
Pubic Safety issued a Ban and Bar to a male
nonaffiliate who was reported to be going
into the women’s restroom of the Reinert
Library.

Pub Safe responded to a women lying on the
sidewalk at 21st and Izard St. She was issued
a Ban and Bar after she urinated on the fa-
cilities building. Her boyfriend was involved
and issued a Ban and Bar. (Not Pictured)

1
2

Scene Editor

3
A

Photo Editor

November 16 - 1:38 a.m. November 17 - 3:18 p.m.

This is a selection of incidents chosen by the Editor in Chief and
is not a comprehensive weekly report. The full report is compiled
in the Daily Crime Log which anyone can access in the Public
Safety office located at 2222 Burt St.

Public Safety responded to Atlas appart-
ments after students reported seeing un-
known individuals in all black attempting to
pull on car door handles on the to(i) of 30th
level garage. (Not Pictured)

Public Safety was called to pick up Delta 8
THC gummies in Markoe Hall.
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20 years Mock trial hosts invitational

of bowls
with CU

CHESELLE TABER/THE CREIGHTONIAN

Creighton University students create bowls for
the 20th celebration of the Empty Bowls Project.

CHESELLE TABER
News Reporter

Creighton University’s Empty Bowls project
— launched two decades ago as a small ceramics
initiative — continues to blend creativity with
community service as it prepares for its 20th an-
niversary celebration.

The project is led by Amy Nelson, a Creigh-
ton art professor who helped transform Empty
Bowls into a formal senior ceramics course in
2011. Since then, more than 300 students have
taken the class, each contributing handmade
bowls to support the Siena Francis House.

The anniversary celebration will take place
Dec. 2, from 4 to 8 p.m., and Dec. 3, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Creighton Lied
Art Center.

Students enrolled in the course are required
to create 25 bowls each, complete service work
at the Siena Francis House, and participate in
workshops with the Miracles Addiction Recov-
ery Program. The course also includes small art
workshops and at least six hours of additional
volunteer work.

During a recent visit to Nelson’s ceramics
studio, students reflected on the impact the
class has had on them.

“I’ve learned a lot about service and how
art can play a meaningful part of the journey,”
Tyler Christensen, a senior for the College of
Arts and Sciences, said. Christensen has already
completed his 25 required bowls and plans to
make more before the semester ends.

Another College of Arts and Science senior,
Nia Gathers, said volunteering through the
course has shifted her perspective.

“Life is hard,” Gathers said. “Volunteering at
Siena Francis House has helped me to see hu-
manity in people. Their life struggles are not
who they are.”

In preparation for the anniversary, organizers
are planning a ticketed preview event featuring
early access to the hand-crafted bowls. The an-
nual sale will follow at the Lied Art Center, con-
tinuing the project’s long-standing tradition of
using art to support the community.

Nelson is also exploring a collaboration with
the Theatre for Social Justice class to host a
dinner theatre event in mid-November 2026,
blending performance and service in a new way.

What began as a class assignment has evolved
into a biennial fundraiser that has raised thou-
sands of dollars for charity. All proceeds benefit
the Siena Francis House.

“The new goal for the 20th anniversary is to
raise $20,000,” Nelson said.

The celebration aims to showcase students’
artwork while reinforcing Creighton’s commit-
ment to service learning, Jesuit values and com-
munity engagement.

SHELBY SEU
Assistant News Editor

Creighton University’s mock trial and
law school hosted their annual 2025 George
McNary Bluejay Invitational. Aside from
the two Bluejay teams in attendance, 10
other universities — about 17 teams total,
as some universities had two to three teams
— competed in simulated court trials at
the Mike and Josie Harper Center and the
Ahmanson Law Center on the weekend of
Nov. 8.

“T was really proud of how everyone per-
formed. While we might not have won every
single round, you could see people’s scores
go up throughout the weekend, which is,
as someone who was captain just for that
weekend, was really cool to see,” Logan
Yogi, a senior in the College of Arts and
Sciences and mock trial attorney, said. “And
that’s really the best part about why I like
being a captain ... [be]cause it’s really fun to
see people improve and grow and change.”

During the awards portion of the invi-
tational, Creighton College of Arts and
Sciences freshman Vanessa Trevino was
awarded “Best Witness for Defense” and
ranked 17 out of 20 on her evaluation from

-®

Continued from Page 2

Blossom added that the facility will help
the university in recruiting and retaining top
student-athletes because it allows Creighton
to combine state-of-the-art athletic facilities
and resources with talented coaches and
athletes. However, he said it isn’t just about
recruiting or having training spaces.

“This will be more than just a building,
more than just a training facility, and this is
about far more than wins and losses. This
investment is an expression of our deeper
commitment to student formation [and]
to create a community where connections
flourish, friendships endure and our stu-
dent-athletes have a home to learn, grow
and support one another as peers and team-
mates,” Blossom said. “This is what makes
this new facility and the broader Fly Togeth-
er project so exciting and so impactful.”

The Sports Performance Center is set to
be finished by 2027, and Blossom said that
Creighton’s athletic community is looking

the judges.

“Going into Bluejay [Invitational], I was
really nervous. ... It was my very first mock
trial competition, and I had no idea what to
expect. Plus, I was doubling as a defense wit-
ness and a prosecution attorney. To know
that I ranked on ballots in both roles was re-
ally surprising but so exciting too,” Trevino
said. “When I won my award for being a top
witness, I was shocked but, more than any-
thing, I was really proud of myself. It was a
tough weekend, but I was so happy to see
that my hard work paid off and that it was
recognizable for the judges.”

Yogi was awarded “Best Attorney for
Plaintiff” and ranked 18 out of 20 on his
evaluation from the judges. However, as
he was called to fill in the position of cap-
tain at the last minute for the tournament,
much of his feelings of accomplishment
stemmed from his team’s overall perfor-
mance throughout the weekend. Accord-
ing to Yogi, he recognized that for many of
his teammates, this was their very first time
competing at the college level.

“I think for the vast majority of the peo-
ple on that team, this was their first tourna-
ment and for everyone except for me, this
was their first time doing this case for the

Creighton breaks ground

forward to it.

“Our student-athletes are so excited to
have a building like this where they get to
learn together, mingle and also have all
the athletic things they need. ... I think it
just speaks to how we value all of our stu-
dent-athletes. We didn’t just build this for
men’s basketball or volleyball — we built it
for everybody,” he said.

Elizabeth Gentry, a sophomore on the
women’s basketball team, echoed this senti-
ment when she spoke at the event, sharing
her gratitude and excitement for the new
facility.

“Today, as we celebrate the groundbreak-
ing of the new Sports Performance Center, I
see how those small, everyday moments will
grow into something even bigger,” she said.
“I can already imagine smoothies and meals
shared, the shots made, the victories cele-
brated and the bonds formed in new spaces.
... ’'m excited to see the new Sports Perfor-
mance Center turn priceless moments into
something even bigger for me, my team-

year. And so ... it’s always very intimidating
and it’s always very nerve-wracking and it’s
always very overwhelming at first, especially
if you’ve never done mock trial,” Yogi said.
“And so I think ... at the beginning there
was a lot of nerves and hesitation towards
everything, but once everyone did their first
round, there was so much more confidence
in the second round and then our scores
went up and so it was really great to see peo-
ple find more confidence in themselves to be
able to do this.”

According to College of Arts and Scienc-
es junior Sam Fanson, the tournament di-
rector of the 2025 invitational, the compe-
tition itself was successful with participants
being able to gain a balanced experience of
fun and rivalry.

“When rounds aren’t actively going on, it
tended to be a more fun environment where
it’s a bunch of schools meeting each other
and getting to kind of talk about the case.
And there’s a lot of inside jokes because the
case is kind of crazy — there’s a lot of weird
facts in it — but when the rounds actually
happen, it is very serious, [since] trial and
court’s going on. It gets kind of competitive
sometimes, a little — I don’t want to say ag-
gressive — but competitive,” Fanson said.

ks

PHOTO COURTESY OF CASEY HOAG
Fly Together hosts groundbreaking ceremony, marking the start of construction on the Sports Performance Center, to be completed by 2027.

mates and future Bluejays.”

Blossom thinks students that aren’t ath-
letes should be excited for the Fly Together
initiative as well.

“The other part of the project is the
non-student athlete [part]: the rec center,
the walkways ... the quad, which is kind of
part of the Fly Together too,” Blossom said.
“So, I think the best part about what we’re
doing here at Creighton is we’re just taking
care of everybody and everybody’s import-
ant. ... The student-athlete partis justa com-
ponent of the Fly Together initiative, and as
they’ll see as we have more groundbreakings
and more reveals, the quality of the build-
ings that we’re building for them [all stu-
dents] is going to be on par, if not better. ...
I think they have that to look forward to.”

The Sports Performance Center will be
located at 20th and Burt Streets, just west of
the Ruth Scott Training Center. It is one of
Fly Together’s first projects.
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The South Asian Student Association hosted an event in the Kiewit Fitness Center to celebrate Diwali, the Festival of Lights. The audience cheered on students during some dance performances.

ELIZABETH JONES
Editor in Chief

A night of dancing, delicious food and
delights brought the Kiewit Fitness Center
to life during Creighton University’s South
Asian Student Association’s (SASA) annual
Diwali celebration.

Diwali, known as the Festival of Lights, is a
religious holiday for Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and
Buddhists, according to USA Today.

Before the performances kicked oft at the
event on Saturday, Nov. 15, SASA co-presi-
dents Anjali Gujrathi and Rishika Kuntam-
ukkla, juniors in the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, thanked the audience for coming and
emphasized the importance of Diwali.

“Before we begin the performances, we

just wanted to take a moment to recognize
the meaning behind the Diwali celebration
tonight. Diwali is the festival of lights, and
in Hindu tradition symbolizes the victory of
light over darkness, good over evil and hope
Even with these different sto-
ries, the heart of Diwali remains the same.

over despair. ...

It’s a festival of renewal, positivity and the
light we create together,” Gujarati said. Then
Kuntamukkla continued, “And that's why
we're here today — to share that light, em-
brace our culture and celebrate this beautiful
festival.”

Following that speech, performers took
to the stage to entertain the sold-out crowd.
Most of the performances were dances cho-
reographed to Bollywood songs, but two
SASA members sang for the audience.

JONAH LAGRANGE/THE CREIGHTONIAN
In addition to watching performances, Jays were able to receive henna and learn about Diwali.

One of the performances was a break from
Creighton’s SASA and a return to the joys
of childhood, with kids from Nisha’s Dance
School putting on a lively show. A class from
Nisha’s Dance School performed last year
as well, making this performance a tradition
for Creighton’s Diwali celebration. The Di-
wali chair who choreographed the dances for
SASA is a teacher at the school.

“It was her kids that were dancing, which
was really nice [to see],” Gujarati said.

Following the kids’ performance, SASA
gave the audience members a chance to show
off on stage for a dancing competition. Vol-
unteers quickly learned simple choreography
to a song from a Bollywood musical, and then
the crowd judged who did it best.

The biggest performances of the night
were the SASA group dance and the SASA
executive team dance. While club members
danced across the stage, the joy in the audi-
ence was palpable.

“After the group dance we all came to-
gether on stage, and we were looking in the
audience, and we were like ‘wow’ [because]
everyone was smiling and clapping for us
and cheering us on, and that's when it really
clicked for me that we did this — we created
this event,” Gujarati said.

That cheering audience was made up of
about 550 people. Attendance for the Diwali
event has consistently increased by about 100
people every year, according to Gujarati.

SASA began rehearsing these dances in
early September, Gujarati said, putting in a
lot of dedication to make sure the show was
entertaining and well-prepared.

In addition to performances, the celebra-
tion included a meal catered by Desi Bites,
five vendors and plenty of activities.

The vendors were local Omaha businesses:
Yellow Trinket LLC, Nirmoksh Cakes, Mat-

4 cha by Aydah, Riaa Fashion and BNB Bakery

Omaha. Event-goers had the opportunity to

‘l browse the tables these vendors had set up
' and purchase their goods, including jewelry,

food and matcha.
The activities, which attendees participat-
ed in without extra charge, were a bangle bar

where people could take up to four bangle
bracelets, a pani puri eating competition, a
sari draping game and painting your own
diya (which is an oil lamp commonly used
in India, especially during Diwali). They also
had raffles where people could win a Four Sis-
ters Boutique personal shopping experience,
pickle ball set and candy or a Gandolfo’s gift
card and candy baskets. There was also a hen-
na station.

This celebration means a lot to Creigth-
ton’s community.

“[It was] so fun. It was such a good time.
.. I’s awesome seeing a filled-out [event] ...
where everyone is there for you guys. It's a
cool experience,” Dev Ramdya, a senior in
the College of Arts and Sciences and SASA
member, said. “The food was great, you
know, the atmosphere was great, all your
friends are there. [During] the dances you're
always a little nervous [because] you're on a
stage with a bunch of people, but once you're
up there the energy’s awesome. It's really cool
to see everybody too. Everyone did great.”

Gujarati shared this love for the event and
the people there.

“I think secing the Creighton engagement
[was my proudest moment], with Fr. Hen-
drickson [the Creighton University presi-
dent] coming [and] seeing all my friends and
family there,” she said.

In addition to their Diwali celebration,
SASA in general is really important to its
members.

“Stuft like that [cultural organizations on
campus] is super cool to see, because it is a
group of people that you normally wouldn't
be with unless this club existed ... and it is a
great way to meet those people and see your
culture, ...
anymore,” Ramdya said. “At home you have
all the experiences and all the interactions
with your culture, and then you come here.
It's good to have that kind of familiarity com-
ing here.”

SASA’s Diwali event ended with an open
dance floor, and the gleeful audience became
part of the performance as everyone joined
together to dance and have a good time.

especially when you're notat home
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Fallapalooza featured Saint Motel (top left and right) and Almost Monday (bottom left and right) at the Admiral Theatre in Omaha. Saint Motel, the main act, sang and danced alongside the crowd.

FARRAH VELASCO
Scene Reporter

The Creighton University Student Pro-
gram Board held their beloved yearly tradi-
tion of Fallapalooza. This tradition involves a
free concert opportunity for Creighton stu-
dents, with different artists each year — this
year’s genre was indie and alternative with Al-
most Monday, an indie band from San Diego,
opening and Saint Motel, an indie band from
Los Angeles, headlining.

Held at the Admiral Theater this past
Friday, students were taken on buses to the
venue and were given foam glow sticks upon
entering to wave around and enhance the

concert experience. Students also had the
option to purchase Saint Motel merch at the
table there.

To kick off the night, Almost Monday
swept away the crowd with an impressive
musical production. The bass guitarist, elec-
tric guitarist and drummer had the crowd
get groovy and move from side to side. The
lead singer and vocalist, Dawson Daughterty,
interacted with the crowd and had them sing
back to him, creating a fun and lighthearted
atmosphere.

With a 1-hour long set, they played a few of
their most popular hits, including “sunburn”
and “cough drops” that really got the crowd
hyped up and ready for Saint Motel’s set. Al-

most Monday’s style of music really captures
that “I don’t have to worry about anything”
mindset and free spirit that some people
have. It also feels kind of like a coming-of-age
discography in which their songs are perfect
for a road trip or even just chilling with your
friends.

After the opening set, Saint Motel came
out and brought more to the crowd. This set
was curated with countless instruments, from
various guitars, drums, trumpets, saxophones
and even a piano! The members were all on
stage just having a good time, and it became
more of a jam session with the students rather
than just seeing them as an audience watching
them perform. This made it all the more per-

sonal and really encapsulated the feel and vibe
of their music.

For their spin on classical style, Saint Motel
brought out the piano and played their track,
“For Elise.” This song is their rendition of
the original “Fur Elise” by Beethoven. It in-
cludes the piano melody and creates a more
modern, groovier version of the song which
was very popular amongst the Creighton stu-
dent-filled crowd as they danced and swayed
their foam glowsticks back and forth.

Even for students who did not know the
artists, the experience was a fun time. The
yearly Fallapalooza always brings smiles across
the board and will remain a widely-loved tra-
dition by Creighton students.

Springsteen biopic exudes NE charm

EMMA O'DWYER
Scene Reporter

“Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere”
is an intimate portrait of Bruce Springsteen
at one of the most creative pinnacles of his
career — the making of his 1982 album,
“Nebraska.” For a Nebraskan audience, the
film holds a particular relationship with the
environment, due to its ability to capture the
quiet, desolate landscapes of the American
Midwest: one which deeply shaped one of
Springsteen’s most captivating artistic turns.

Jeremy Allen White embodies Springsteen
with an understated performance that mir-

rors the raw essence of Nebraska. The film
intentionally avoids glamorizing the typical
rock-star persona stereotype and instead lin-
gers in somber landscapes like those of dimly
lit rooms, lonely highways and moments of
introspection. Much like the album itself,
which was recorded on a simple four-track
tape machine in Springsteen’s home — the
movie is intentionally unpolished. It’s raw,
sometimes uncomfortable, but always au-
thentic.

For Nebraskans, what stands out most is
how the film treats Nebraska, not just as an
album title but as an idea. The movie passive-

ly acknowledges the state’s symbolic weight:
wide-open spaces, moral gray areas and the
sense of isolation that sits between towns.
Springsteen’s songs highlight stories of small-
town criminals, working-class families and
people searching for meaning on desolate
roads — echoing the kinds of realities Mid-
westerners navigate. The film doesn’t hit
these themes overtly but rather alludes to the
audience to recognize the unmistakable feel
of the music dancing throughout the plains.
Director Scott Cooper leans into this at-
mosphere with slow pacing and a muted col-
or palette, which to some viewers, may cause

some divide. It does, however, offer a tone
reminiscent of Nebraska, gleaming on the al-
bum’s darker character with its minimalism
and emotional gratification.

Holistically, “Deliver Me From Nowhere”
is less a traditional biopic, and more a medi-
tation on how a quiet, overlooked part of the
country helped shape one of America’s most
profound musical statements; something Ne-
braska watchers can claim a unique connec-
tion to. For Springsteen fans, traditional rock
enjoyers or even midwestern natives, “Spring-
steen: Deliver Me From Nowhere” could be a
new favorite.



